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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 201572 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OREP 

SUBJECT: CODEL MONTGOMERY VISIT TO LAOS 

REF: 1) VIENTIANE 831 2) VIENTIANE 834 3) VIENTIANE 848 
4) STATE 200617 

1 . CONGRESSMAN MONTGOMERY'S OFFICE HAS APPROVED IN PRINCI- 
PLE EMBASSY'S OUTLINE SCHEDULE PROVIDED REFTEL 3. 

EMBASSY SHOULD PROCEED TO REQUEST APPROPRIATE APPOINTMENTS 
FOR DELEGATION. 
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2. FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WAS DEVELOPED DURING 
CONVERSATION WITH MONTGOMERY AUGUST 8, WHICH CHARGE MAY 
DRAW ON IN RESPONDING TO REQUESTS CONVEYED REFTEL 2: 

-CONGRESSMAN MONTGOMERY WAS HAPPY TO LEARN THAT LAO 
GOVERNMENT IS AMENABLE TO CODEL VISIT. 
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-WITH REGARD TO CODEL'S INTERESTS WHILE IN LAOS, 

MONTGOMERY REITERATED DELEGATION'S DESIRE TO DISCUSS 
VARIOUS ISSUES AFFECTING US-LAO RELATIONS. 

-IN THIS CONNECTION, MONTGOMERY REAFFIRMED DELEGATION'S 
INTEREST IN DISCUSSING MIA ISSUE, AND SAID HE HOPED LAO 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE INFORMATION REGARDING RESULTS OF 

THEIR SEARCH EFFORTS. MONTGOMERY NOTED IN THIS REGARD 
OBVIOUS FAVORABLE IMPACT RETURN OF REMAINS WOULD HAVE ON 
CONGRESS AND AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION. 

-MONTGOMERY NOTED DELEGATION INTEREST IN RECENT HUMANI 
TARIAN AID DONATION OF 10,000 MT OF RICE. 

-DELEGATION WOULD ALSO WELCOME DISCUSSIONS ON ANY ISSUE 
AFFECTING OUR TWO COUNTRIES LAO GOVERNMENT WOULD CARE TO 
RAISE. 

3. ON AUGUST 9, LAO CHARGE ASKED US TO INQUIRE WITH HIS 
GOVERNMENT IN VIENTIANE TO DETERMINE IF THE LPDR WILL RE- 
QUIRE THE MEMBERS OF CODEL MONTGOMERY TO OBTAIN VISAS OR 
WHETHER VISA REQUIREMENT CAN BE WAIVED. THE CHARGE NOTED 
THAT SINCE L975, VISA REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERS OF OFFICIAL 
US DELEGATIONS HAVE BEEN WAIVED. (FYI: ANTICIPATING 

THAT THIS MIGHT BE THE PROCEDURE FOR THIS CODEL, THE LAO 
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EMBASSY REQUESTED AUTHORITY TO WAIVE VISA REQUIREMENTS 
BUT RECEIVED AN UNCLEAR RESPONSE FROM LAO MFA WHICH INDI- 
CATED THAT VISAS WOULD BE NO PROBLEM BUT NOT EXPLICITLY 
STATING WHETHER LAO EMBASSY HERE WAS TO ISSUE THEM OR 
WHETHER VISA REQUIREMENT WAS BEING WAIVED.) REQUEST 
EMBASSY ASK MFA IF VISAS WILL BE REQUIRED FOR MEMBERS OF 
MONTGOMERY CODEL, NOTING THAT IN SIMILAR INSTANCES VISA 
REQUIREMENTS HAVE BEEN WAIVED. 

4. WITH REGARD TO AIRCRAFT, MONTGOMERY IS AGREEABLE TO 
ARRANGEMENTS SIMILAR TO THOSE EMPLOYED FOR WOODCOCK VISIT. 
AIRCRAFT NOW PLANS TO DEPART VIENTIANE FOR BANGKOK AFTER 
DROPPING OFF DELEGATION AND RETURN TO VIENTIANE AT CON- 
CLUSION OF VISIT. HOWEVER, SHOULD LAO VOLUNTEER TO HAVE 
AIRCRAFT REMAIN IN VIENTIANE DURING VISIT, MONTGOMERY WOULD 
FIND THIS ACCEPTABLE AS WELL. CHRISTOPHER 
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